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The Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV) will begin a general counter-
offensive in South Vietnam near the end of February. Some popular
militia forces will be assigned to attack guard posts outside the cities;
others will use sabotage techniques at night, especially toward commnica-
tion lines in order to isolate Saigon-Cholon, The DRV plans also to
increase ambushes of supnly eonvoys,

Dong Van Cong, c¢ommander of regional forces in Bentre, and Huynh Van Nghe,l
Commander of regional forces in Bien Hoa will command the popular pro-
vinelel militia,

Regular DRV forces will be concentrated at designated, well-supplied points
from which an of“ensive can be laurched., The program is designed to link
with operations in North Vietnam, Binh Chanh (106-07, 10-15) is the.
Eastern Interzone bases U Mith forest (105-12, 08-58) 1s the Western
Interzons base. One regular artillery battalion is stationed at each base
as sup—ort for the reglonal forces, Battalion posts of the Emstern
Interzone are apaced along the Song Be River in Bien Boa. Trtops are
constantly traveling among the provinsces of Baria, Blen Hoa, Thu Day Mot
and Gia Dinh, During Dacember DRV troope based st Phu My in Baria

engaged French forees; thev then returned to Phuoc Iy in Gia Dinh,

Huynh Van Dao commands a heavy artillery battalion attached to the 397
Regiment. of the Donnal forces,? This battalion with an effective force
of about 500 men, has the following weapons:
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4 x 81 mm end heavier mortars
Some light machine .

and some heavy machine gums, ) 7
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1, Comment, Nghe was revorted dead in March 1951. |
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